AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of 
claims in this application. 

Listing of Claims: 

1-17 (Canceled) 

18. (Original) A method of operating a fuel-fired heating apparatus 
having a combustion chamber, a burner structure operative to create hot 
combustion products in said combustion chamber, and a flow path 
external to said combustion chamber and operative to deliver combustion 
air into said combustion chamber, said method comprising the steps of: 

sensing an undesirable temperature increase in said combustion 
chamber caused by a reduction in air flow through said flow path into said 
combustion chamber which increases the level of carbon monoxide 
created in said combustion chamber during firing of said burner structure; 
said sensing step being performed using a temperature sensing structure 
projecting into said combustion chamber and supporting within said 
combustion chamber a heat-frangible element shatterable at a set point 
temperature; and 

responsively terminating combustion air flow through said flow path 
in a manner terminating burner combustion prior to the concentration 
level of carbon monoxide in said combustion chamber reaching a 
predetermined magnitude. 
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19. (Original) The method of Claim 18 wherein: 

said step of responsively terminating combustion air flow through 
said flow path Is performed using a spring-loaded damper member held in 
an open orientation by said temperature sensing structure until said heat- 
frangible element is shattered. 

20-45 (Canceled) 

46. (New) A method of operating a fuel-fired heating apparatus 
having a combustion chamber, a burner structure operative to create hot 
combustion products in said combustion chamber, and a flow path 
external to said combustion chamber and operative to deliver combustion 
air into said combustion chamber, said method comprising the steps of 
sensing in said combustion chamber an elevated combustion temperature 
correlated to and indicative of a predetermined, undesirably high 
concentration of carbon monoxide in said combustion chamber, created 
by a reduction in air flow through said flow path into said combustion 
chamber, and responsively preventing combustion air flow through said 
flow path, said sensing step being performed using a temperature sensing 
structure including a frangible element disposed within said combustion 
chamber and being heat shatterable at said elevated combustion 
temperature. 

47. (New) The method of Claim 46 wherein: 

said step of responsively preventing combustion air flow through 
said flow path is performed using a spring-loaded damper member held in 
an open orientation by said temperature sensing structure until said heat 
frangible element is shattered. 
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48. (New) The method of Claim 47 further comprising the step of 
disposing said spring-ioaded damper member externaiiy of said 
combustion chamber. 

49. (New) A method of operating a fuel-fired heating apparatus 
having a combustion chamber, a burner structure operative to create hot 
combustion products in said combustion chamber, and a flow path 
external to said combustion chamber and operative to deliver combustion 
air into said combustion chamber, progressive clogging of said flow path 
creating the generation of progressively greater concentrations of carbon 
monoxide within said combustion chamber during firing of said heating 
apparatus, said method comprising the steps of: 

sensing, during firing of said heating apparatus, a degree of clogging 
of said flow path corresponding to the creation within said combustion 
chamber of a predetermined maximum concentration of carbon 
monoxide, said sensing step being performed by sensing within the 
combustion chamber a temperature correlated to and indicative of said 
predetermined maximum concentration of carbon monoxide, and 

responsively precluding further delivery of air to said combustion 
chamber via said flow path. 

50. (New) The method of Claim 59 wherein: 

said step of sensing the temperature within said combustion 

chamber is performed using a frangible, heat shatterable element 
disposed within the combustion chamber. 

51. (New) The method of Claim 59 wherein: 

said step of sensing the temperature within said combustion 
chamber is performed using a fluid-containing glass bulb member 
disposed within the combustion chamber. 
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